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Wirkers comp euts injuring workers.

Redurtions in workers compensation henelils imposed by Repulilican alale leyislators
amd Gov. Rick Snyder in 2o1ave working exactly as thes inlanded.

Fur the eiglth siraight year, accrrding to an Oct. 22 media relcase [rom the state
Warkers’ Compensation Ageney, seorkers and job prowviden will benefit as workers”
comp preminms will decrease by 8.3 perecnd lor 2000, Emplovers have saved S402
rnillion in premiums since 2011, amounting to an overall enimulalive decrease of 40
percent, Emplovers hgve delimitely henefited. Woders? Not so omach.

I teuliny the cost savings, WCA Director bark Tonp ¢aid, “Fanplovers experienee el
Tinancial savingg lrom these declining rules. This alloss them to invos more [o their
business b hiring more employees and inereasing salarics, These rate decrenses play a
pivetal role by continwing to add workers podd businesses to the state's coo P

The comp inswrines promium savings were an intended outeome of the 2011
Republican rewrite of Michigan's workers' comp kiw signed by Snyder. Tien Boper, 4 40-
vearT vileran workers' comp attorney, points oud that the preminm decrease v
aceormplished by denying or redoeing Ienefits to mest injured workers, He said onder
Lhe rewrite, as applied by Snyder-appointed magistrales and appellate SOTNTAIS3I0THOLS,
injured workers gt no weekly comp bunefits unless they can prove, for each and Bvery
week of lost time, that ey were malding a “gnod faith effort” to find worlk.

“Weekdy henedily, for thase whir gel them, are no langers Tassd on their wages and
benefits when they got hurl,” Exper said. "Instead, |hoir benefits a= redurccd, ollen by
hmndlees of dollars per week, hased o oa supposed residual earning capacity. For anv
puriod when a woerker refuses 'a hony fide offer of reasanalble vooploymaent, they act nn
comp at gll,

“Again, Snyder appointers decide the fate of such wockers, Fizure the odds amn whe wins
those [ights. Sadly, a luwe written in 1972, consistently determined by Mirhigan courts to
be social iegislation that should be liberally constroed in favor of njured workers, has
been pulied by Republican lavmalkers and Gowv, Snvider. They ent emplayers’ premiumes
in hall by getting henetits for injured worken,”



